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Segment Three: Educators Sharing Ideas to Support Students  
 
Length: 3:20 minutes 
 
Synopsis: 
 
Educators share a variety of strategies to engage and facilitate learning across the 
curriculum.  
 
Key Insights: 
 

 The importance of oral conversation in social and formal contexts is highlighted. 

 Use of technology, role models and body language are beneficial to this group of 
students. 

 The importance of assessment, partnerships with parents and the learner profile 
help to guide successful transitions and pathway planning. 

Starting the Conversation: 

1. The educators discuss the importance of providing opportunities for oral language 
both formally and informally. Think about the scaffolding that would be needed for a 
student with limited prior schooling. Discuss how this might happen in a secondary 
mathematics class? A grade 7 physical education class? 

2. List the resources available to you. Which would most benefit the ELL requiring ELD 
support? Instructional technology, print resources and human resources may all be 
considered. What criteria do you use to guide your decision making? 

3. Review the supports which currently help ELL with limited prior schooling make 
successful transitions from one school setting to another. Describe how pathway 
planning could be enhanced in your context. 

Application of Learning and Print Resource 3: Co- constructing criteria for effective 
resources to support ELL in an ELD program  
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Connections and Extensions 
 

Professional learning facilitators using this video may also wish to make connections 
and extensions to the following topics: 

 
 Oral language development to support ELL 
 Effective use of technology, available applications 
 Transitions and pathway planning 

 
Additional Links and Resources: 
 
ELL Voices in the Classroom (Capacity Building Series, Ministry of Education, March 2009): 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/ELL_Voices09.pdf 
 
Grand Conversations in the Junior Classroom (Capacity Building Series; Ministry of 
Education, Sept. 2011): 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/CBS_Grand_Conversat
ions_Junor.pdf 
 

Ontario Software Acquisition Program Advisory Committee (OSAPAC) Software/Resources 
Search: 
https://www.osapac.ca/db/software_search.php?lang=en 
 
Digital Resources, Edugains: 
http://www.edugains.ca/newsite/digitalResources.html 
 
Supporting English Language Learners with Limited Prior Schooling: A Practical Guide for 
Ontario Educators (Ministry of Education, 2008, pp. 62-67): 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/manyroots/ELL_LPS.pdf 
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Application of Learning and Print Resource 3: Co- constructing criteria for effective 
resources to support ELL in an ELD program  
 
Working in a collaborative group, use the four step process below to co-construct criteria 
to guide resource considerations and selection. This suggested process has been adapted 
from Making Classroom Assessment Work (2nd ed.) by Anne Davies (2007), pp.55-57. 
 

1. Brainstorm “What qualities/characteristics are essential in the resources used to 
support ELL within an ELD program?” Participants may wish to brainstorm ideas 
individually using sticky notes. (E.g. One idea per sticky note.)     

2. Sort and categorize all of the ideas brainstormed by group members.  
3. Make and post a T-chart. 

 

 
Criteria for Effective ELD 

Resources 

 
Details/Specifics: 

  

  

      

      

      

 
4. Add, revise, refine (This can be done immediately after creating the chart and/or 

over time as thinking evolves.) 
 
Note: Participants may then wish to review the materials and supports currently available 
to them to support ELL.  
 
Facilitator:  How well do the resources currently available to you meet the criteria you have 
created? What other resources might be added to support students? Consider resources for 
literacy, numeracy and learning skills. 
 




