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Segment One: Getting to Know the Students in an ELD Program 
 
Length: 3:34 minutes 
 
Synopsis 
 
This video segment highlights the importance of educators learning about the backgrounds 
of their English language learners (ELL) in order to determine their strengths, interests and 
programming needs. The narrative of one English language learner is shared.  Educators 
comment on leveraging students’ diverse experiences within the ELD setting. 
 
Key Insights: 
  

 ELL, supported through ELD programming, bring a wealth of life experience and 
knowledge of the world which can enrich the whole school community. 
 

 Schooling in their countries of origin has been inconsistent, disrupted, or even 
completely unavailable throughout the years these children would otherwise have 
been in school. As a result, they arrive in Ontario schools with significant gaps in 
their education. (Supporting English Language Learners with Limited Prior Schooling: 
A Practical Guide for Ontario Educators, Ministry of Education, 2008) 
 

 Educators may consider everything from assessment to the learning environment to 
support the success of ELL requiring ELD support. 

 
 
Starting the Conversation: 
 

1. As you listened to Anas tell his story, what did you consider to be his strengths, 
challenges and opportunities? What are the strengths, challenges and opportunities 
for the educators who support him? How might you gather more information about 
your own students who require ELD support? 

 
2. What information might we collect to find out if a student has the need for ELD 

programming? How do we ensure that we listen to and understand each individual 
student’s story without over generalizing her/his experience? 

 
3. How can we support students in an ELD program? What might the classroom look 

like and sound like? 
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Connections and Extensions 
 
Professional learning facilitators using this video may also wish to make connections and 
extensions to the following topics: 
 

 Initial assessment 
 Classroom environment 
 ELD related policies and resources from the Ministry of Education 
 Settlement services/resources 

 
Additional Links and Resources: 
 
UNESCO Institute for Statistics, Education: 
http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/Pages/default.aspx  
 
Immigrant Services- Ontario (Government of Canada): 
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/newcomers/map/ontario.asp 
 
Settlement.org: 
http://www.settlement.org/ 
 
The Third Teacher (Capacity Building Series; Ministry of Education, July 2012): 
http://www.edugains.ca/resourcesLNS/Monographs/CapacityBuildingSeries/CBS_ThirdT
eacher.pdf 
 
Steps to English Proficiency Initial Assessment User Guide: 
http://www.edugains.ca/newsite/ell/initial_language_assessment.html 
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Use the chart to support your conversations with colleagues. Consider 1 to 3 English language learners in your class or school who 
require an English literacy development program. 
 

 
Student’s Name 

 
Interests and strengths 

 
Observations about student’s 

learning skills  

 
What am I wondering? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
Share information about one student with a colleague or small group. What similarities, differences and questions about these English 
language learners are emerging? Consider choosing one student to develop a case study approach as you support him/her. 


