
What makes successful & competent 
Students and GRADUATES 
 

Is it their… 

 background? 

 test writing ability? 

 intelligence? 
Is it 

 knowing their strengths & skills? 

 maintaining curiosity? 
 

 
How about students who SHOW UP every day and who COMPLETE their work? 
The best students and GRADUATES are EXCITED about LEARNING  
they become…  
[CRITICAL THINKERS]  
[COLLABORATORS]  
[COMMUNICATORS]  
[CREATIVE INNOVATORS] 
as they move through their EDUCATION  
They understand THEMSELVES, their strengths, and areas where they need 
others for support 
 

Because, fortunately,  STUDENTS aren’t like COGS in a machine 

They naturally want to GROW, DEVELOP & of course BE SUCCESSFUL 

 
So how does the SYSTEM foster these types of students?   
 
Well, anyone will tell you, ultimately, it’s about TEACHERS 

GOOD ONES 
 

 



ONES who: 

 know their students 

 personalize their learning  

 and broaden their view of the world 
 
The evidence is really clear about what makes a 
VIBRANT, LEARNING CULTURE in which our students can 

  THRIVE 

 
There must be opportunities for them to 

 engage in learning both in & outside of the classroom 

 express insights in individual ways 

 become the centre of their own learning 

 track their self-discoveries 

 make informed education & career/life choices 
 
IT’S ABOUT INQUIRY 
 
Students must reflect on 

 Who they are 

 Their opportunities 

 Who they want to become, and 

 Their plans for achieving their goals 
 
The way we think about STUDENTS and student LEARNING must   

EXPAND 

 

We need to work together to do what is right for students 
Its our job to inspire them to become THE BEST they can be 



 

SCHOOL LEADERS 
 
Must FOSTER a learning culture that feeds THE AMBITION OF STAFF 
 

To GROW and CHANGE 
 
The whole system must stand behind and focus on a common goal  

 
BECAUSE... 

If we GET THIS RIGHT 

 
every STUDENT will be awake to their opportunities 
they will be ARCHITECTS of THEIR  own LEARNING 
their EDUCATION will be less about 

MAKING A LIVING,  

and more about  

MAKING a LIFE 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


