
Appendix A       Consumerism, Me and the natural environment Grade 9 Geography, Applied
  (CGC1p): Canadian and World Studies 

Differentiated Instruction Teaching and Learning Examples 2009
Ontario Ministry of Education—Student Success/Learning to 18 Implementation, Training and Evaluation Branch 1.

Arrange students into groups of four. Provide each group with  
a large Place Mat (chart paper or ledger-sized) which looks like this.   

Individual responses are noted outside the centre rectangle. 
The group response is noted inside the centre rectangle.

Ask students to think about, then outline in their section  
of the Place Mat, their answer to the following question: 

“What do you consider when you make a purchase  
such as clothing or electronics?”

Students share their list with the rest of their group. Sample responses: cost, durability/expected lifespan, features, brand cachet, needs vs. wants, colour, style, 
who is paying the bill, etc. Students write their individual responses in the outer sections of the rectangle.

Working collaboratively, each group determines the common criteria that it considers when purchasing items such as clothing or electronics. Note this list of 
criteria in the centre of the Place Mat.  

Students examine other groups’ Place Mats, return to their own Place Mat, discuss what they saw, and make additions or deletions to their criteria list. 

Groups rank their criteria (with number one being the criterion that they feel is the most important) and provide reasons for their ranking.

Groups re-examine their criteria list at the end of the lesson.

plACe MAt OrGAnizer
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the StOry Of Stuff OrGAnizer (page 1 of 2) 
        Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Guided Viewing: how are we connected to other parts of the world?  
Think about, write or draw a response to each section on the organizer as you watch the video. After the video you will share your results with a partner, and 
then with two others. Be prepared to share your answer with the class.
 
1. Provide ways that you are connected to each of the following stages in The Story of Stuff:

2. When I think about the criteria I used for making a purchase of new “stuff,” I can see that these criteria are connected to the video in the following ways:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Stages in the Story of Stuff Connections to Me/My life 

Extraction (e.g., I pick apples)

Production

Distribution

Consumption

Disposal
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the StOry Of Stuff OrGAnizer (page 2 of 2) 
        Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
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3. Each stage in The Story of Stuff is connected to the global natural environment. Use the following chart to record your examples.

4. Do you think the connection between consumers and the natural environment is sustainable and healthy? Explain.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Stages in the Story of Stuff example showing connections between the stage and the global natural environment 

Extraction

Production

Distribution

Consumption

Disposal
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COnSuMeriSM ChOiCe BOArd 

part A: Small Groups
Imagine you are getting ready to make a new purchase of clothing or electronic equipment. Working in small groups where other group members are also 
planning to make a similar purchase, respond to the following questions as honestly as you can:
 
 What is the item you are thinking of buying?
 How much do you need this item? 
 How durable do you expect this item to be?
 How long will this item be “modern” or “hip”?

Brainstorm ways in which the resource extraction, production and distribution of this “stuff” has impacted the natural environment.

Predict the environmental impact of the disposal of this item, once it is no longer useful or valuable to you.

part B: individuals—Choice Board
Imagine you have the opportunity to chat with Mother Nature. Would she think that this purchase is a good choice? Why or why not?

Select choice 1, 2 or 3 below to illustrate your response.
Use the Assessment Checklist to guide the quality of your response.

(1) draw
Draw a cartoon or comic strip which illustrates  

your discussion with Mother Nature.

(2) Write
Write a paragraph to Mother Nature explaining 
why this is or is not an environmentally sound 

purchase.

(3) tell
Prepare a monologue where Mother Nature 

tells you what she thinks of the purchase.
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Self/peer/teACher ASSeSSMent CheCkliSt
        Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Assessor

Categories/Criteria  Self peer teACher
Knowledge and Understanding     

•  Accurately describes specific examples that illustrate the impact of consumer  
decisions on the natural environment  

• Uses terms accurately

Thinking     

•  Effectively explains the connections between consumer decisions and their impact  
on the global natural environment

Communication     

• Uses the conventions of the selected format appropriately
• Expresses ideas clearly
• Organizes ideas in a logical sequence 


