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ApoloGy SCenArioS

Scenario 1:
Your friend wanted to use your assignment as a guide, but in the end, copied it and submitted it as his/her own. You and your friend have both been invited to 
discuss this with the teacher and department head after school.

Scenario 2:
Your best friend has borrowed your favourite shirt and has kept it for over two weeks. When you get it back and are about to wear it, you find that it has a 
huge ink stain where a pen exploded. You text your friend to say that you are unhappy about your shirt and want to know what happened. 

Scenario 3:
Your co-worker asks if you can switch shifts with him on Saturday. You had the morning shift and he had the afternoon shift. When you arrive at work in the 
afternoon, the manager tells you that you are fired because you did not show up for the morning shift. You find out that your friend was in the Emergency 
Department at the hospital that morning and was unable to call either you or the manager. 

Scenario 4:
In English, there was a class discussion about embarrassing situations. Your sister did not want to tell the class something that happened to her so she told the 
class about an event that actually happened to you and she used your name. Now your embarrassing moment is the talk of the entire school.   

Scenario 5:
Your friend tosses a basketball at you as you are waiting for the bell at the end of gym class. You aren’t prepared for the ball so it hits you in the face and 
breaks your nose. You are especially upset because your picture will be taken for the local newspaper later that day. Your friend, however, thinks the ball hitting 
you in the face is quite funny.  
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The following material has been adapted from Prime Minister Harper offers full apology on behalf of Canadians for the Indian Residential Schools System,  
a speech delivered on June 11, 2008 in Ottawa, Ontario.

notes:  If a word is in italics and CAPITALIZED, its definition is provided at the end of the speech. 
If a word is in bold text, it is an important passage. 
This passage has been divided into sections on the right for use in a later task with Appendix F.

TexT SeCTion

introduction:
We want to offer an apology to former students of Indian Residential Schools. This treatment is a sad chapter in Canadian History.

In the 1870s, the federal government began to play a role in the development and administration of Residential Schools.
1

objectives of policy:
Two of the primary objectives of these schools were:

1. To remove Aboriginal children from the influence of their families, communities and cultures.
2. To ASSIMILATE  Aboriginal children into the DOMINANT white Canadian Culture.

These two objectives were based on a wrong belief that Aboriginals were INFERIOR and unequal to white Canadians. In fact, it was once 
said that they wanted “to kill the Indian in the child.”

Today, we recognize that the policy of assimilation was wrong and has caused great harm.

2

Conditions in the Schools:
In the governmental schools, children:
1. Were often forcibly removed from their homes
2. Were taken far from their communities
3. Were inadequately fed, clothed and housed
4. Could not see their families
5. Could not speak their own language
6. Could not practise their culture
7. Were treated so badly that some died
8. Were subjected to emotional, physical and sexual abuse

3
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TexT SeCTion

lasting legacy and Apology:
Regrettably, many former students are not with us today and died never having received a full apology from the government of Canada.           

The government recognizes that the absence of an apology has been a barrier to healing and forgiveness for Aboriginal 
Canadians.

Therefore, on behalf of the government of Canada and all Canadians, I stand before you to apologize to Aboriginal peoples for 
Canada’s role in the indian residential Schools system.

4

Government recognition:
The government now recognizes:
• That it was wrong to forcibly remove children from their homes 
•  That it was wrong to separate children from rich and vibrant cultures and traditions, that it created a VOID in many lives and communities
• We UNDERMINED the ability of many to adequately parent their own children 
•  That Residential Schools gave rise to abuse or neglect and were inadequately controlled
•  These schools were bad and have had a lasting and damaging impact on Aboriginal culture, heritage and language
We are sorry for having done this.

5

Burden of Actions:
The BURDEN of this experience has been on your shoulders for far too long.

The burden is properly ours as a government, and as a country.

There is no place in Canada for the attitudes that inspired the Indian Residential Schools system to ever again PREVAIL.

6
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TexT SeCTion

Future directions:
The government of Canada sincerely apologizes and asks the forgiveness of the Aboriginal peoples of this country for failing them so 
profoundly.
We are sorry.
Years of work by survivors, communities and Aboriginal organizations culminated in an agreement that gives us a new beginning and an 
opportunity to move forward together in partnership.

7

The Focus:
A CORNERSTONE of the Settlement Agreement is the Indian Residential Schools Truth and RECONCILIATION COMMISSION.

This commission presents a unique opportunity to educate all Canadians on the Indian Residential Schools system.

It will be a positive step in making a new relationship between Aboriginal peoples and other Canadians, a relationship based on the 
knowledge of our shared history, a respect for each other and a desire to move forward together with a renewed understanding that 
strong families, strong communities and vibrant cultures and traditions will contribute to a stronger Canada for all of us.

8

Vocabulary:
ASSIMILATE:   To make similar to, and take into, the dominant group of people
DOMINANT:  Most prominent and influential
INFERIOR:   Of lower rank, quality or position 
VOID:   An empty area or space
UNDERMINED:   Made weak and possibly caused damage
BURDEN:   A negative weight, idea or memory
PREVAIL:  Be victorious or gain mastery 
CORNERSTONE:   An important idea upon which all other ideas are built
RECONCILIATION:  The act of saying sorry and making up for what was done wrong
COMMISSION:  A group that is put together in order to accomplish an important task
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Note: This passage has been divided into sections on the right for use in a later task with Appendix F.
Dotted underline indicates an important passage.

The following material has been adapted from Prime Minister Harper offers full apology on behalf of Canadians for the Indian Residential Schools System,  
a speech delivered on June 11, 2008 in Ottawa, Ontario.

TexT SeCTion

introduction:
Mr. Speaker, I stand before you today to offer an apology to former students of Indian Residential Schools. The treatment of children in 
Indian Residential Schools is a sad chapter in our history.

In the 1870s, the federal government, in order to educate Aboriginal children, began to play a role in the development and administration of 
these schools.

1

objectives of policy:
Two primary objectives of the Residential Schools system were to remove and isolate children from the influence of their homes, families, 
traditions, and cultures, and to assimilate them into the dominant culture.

These objectives were based on the assumption Aboriginal cultures and spiritual beliefs were inferior and unequal.

Indeed, some sought, as it was infamously said, “to kill the Indian in the child.”

Today, we recognize that this policy of assimilation was wrong, has caused great harm, and has no place in our country.

2

Conditions in the Schools:
Most schools were operated as “joint ventures” with churches.

The government of Canada built an educational system in which very young children were often forcibly removed from their homes, often 
taken far from their communities.

Many were inadequately fed, clothed and housed.

All were deprived of the care and nurturing of their parents, grandparents and communities.

First Nations, Inuit and Métis languages and cultural practices were prohibited in these schools.

Tragically, some of these children died while attending Residential Schools and others never returned home.

3
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TexT SeCTion

lasting legacy and Apology:
The government now recognizes that the consequences of the Indian Residential Schools policy were negative and that this policy has had a 
lasting and damaging impact on Aboriginal culture, heritage and language.

While some former students have spoken positively about their experiences at Residential Schools, these stories are far overshadowed by 
tragic accounts of the emotional, physical and sexual abuse and neglect of helpless children, and their separation from powerless families and 
communities.

The legacy of Indian Residential Schools has contributed to social problems that continue to exist in many communities today. It has taken 
extraordinary courage for the thousands of survivors that have come forward to speak publicly about the abuse they suffered.

It is a testament to their resilience as individuals and to the strength of their cultures.

Regrettably, many former students are not with us today and died never having received a full apology from the government of Canada.

4

Government recognition:
The government recognizes that the absence of an apology has been an impediment to healing and reconciliation.

Therefore, on behalf of the government of Canada and all Canadians, I stand before you to apologize to Aboriginal peoples for Canada’s role 
in the Indian Residential Schools system.

To the approximately 80,000 living former students, and all family members and communities, the government of Canada now recognizes 
that it was wrong to forcibly remove children from their homes and we apologize for having done this.

We now recognize that it was wrong to separate children from rich and vibrant cultures and traditions, that it created a void in many lives 
and communities, and we apologize for having done this.

We now recognize that, in separating children from their families, we undermined the ability of many to adequately parent their own 
children and sowed the seeds for generations to follow, and we apologize for having done this.

We now recognize that, far too often, these schools gave rise to abuse or neglect and were inadequately controlled, and we apologize for 
failing to protect you.

Not only did you suffer these abuses as children, but as you became parents, you were powerless to protect your own children from suffering 
the same experience, and for this we are sorry.

5
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TexT SeCTion

Burden of Actions:
The burden of this experience has been on your shoulders for far too long.

The burden is properly ours as a government, and as a country.

There is no place in Canada for the attitudes that inspired the Indian Residential Schools system to ever again prevail.

6

Future directions:
The government of Canada sincerely apologizes and asks the forgiveness of the Aboriginal peoples of this country for failing them so 
profoundly.

We are sorry.

In moving towards healing, reconciliation and resolution of the sad legacy of Indian Residential Schools, implementation of the Indian 
Residential Schools Settlement Agreement began on September 19, 2007.

Years of work by survivors, communities, and Aboriginal organizations culminated in an agreement that gives us a new beginning and an 
opportunity to move forward together in partnership.

7

The Focus:
A cornerstone of the Settlement Agreement is the Indian Residential Schools Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

This commission presents a unique opportunity to educate all Canadians on the Indian Residential Schools system.

It will be a positive step in forging a new relationship between Aboriginal peoples and other Canadians, a relationship based on the 
knowledge of our shared history, a respect for each other and a desire to move forward together with a renewed understanding that strong 
families, strong communities and vibrant cultures and traditions will contribute to a stronger Canada for all of us.

8
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The following material has been adapted from Prime Minister Harper offers full apology on behalf of Canadians for the Indian Residential Schools System,  
a speech delivered on June 11, 2008 in Ottawa, Ontario.

TexT SeCTion

The treatment of children in Indian Residential Schools is a sad chapter in our history.  

For more than a century, Indian Residential Schools separated over 150,000 Aboriginal children from their families and communities. In the 
1870s, the federal government, partly in order to meet its obligation to educate Aboriginal children, began to play a role in the development 
and administration of these schools.  

1

Two primary objectives of the Residential Schools system were to remove and isolate children from the influence of their homes, families, 
traditions, and cultures, and to assimilate them into the dominant culture. These objectives were based on the assumption Aboriginal cultures 
and spiritual beliefs were inferior and unequal. Indeed, some sought, as it was infamously said, “to kill the Indian in the child.”  Today, we 
recognize that this policy of assimilation was wrong, has caused great harm, and has no place in our country.

One hundred and thirty-two federally-supported schools were located in every province and territory, except Newfoundland, New Brunswick 
and Prince Edward Island.  

2

Most schools were operated as “joint ventures” with Anglican, Catholic, Presbyterian, or United Churches. The Government of Canada 
built an educational system in which very young children were often forcibly removed from their homes, often taken far from their 
communities. Many were inadequately fed, clothed and housed. All were deprived of the care and nurturing of their parents, grandparents 
and communities. First Nations, Inuit and Métis languages and cultural practices were prohibited in these schools. Tragically, some of these 
children died while attending Residential Schools and others never returned home.

3
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The government now recognizes that the consequences of the Indian Residential Schools policy were profoundly negative and that this policy 
has had a lasting and damaging impact on Aboriginal culture, heritage and language. While some former students have spoken positively 
about their experiences at Residential Schools, these stories are far overshadowed by tragic accounts of the emotional, physical and sexual 
abuse and neglect of helpless children, and their separation from powerless families and communities.

The legacy of Indian Residential Schools has contributed to social problems that continue to exist in many communities today.  

It has taken extraordinary courage for the thousands of survivors that have come forward to speak publicly about the abuse they suffered. It 
is a testament to their resilience as individuals and to the strength of their cultures. Regrettably, many former students are not with us today 
and died never having received a full apology from the Government of Canada.

4

The government recognizes that the absence of an apology has been an impediment to healing and reconciliation. Therefore, on behalf 
of the Government of Canada and all Canadians, I stand before you, in this Chamber so central to our life as a country, to apologize to 
Aboriginal peoples for Canada’s role in the Indian Residential Schools system. 

To the approximately 80,000 living former students, and all family members and communities, the Government of Canada now recognizes 
that it was wrong to forcibly remove children from their homes and we apologize for having done this. We now recognize that it was wrong 
to separate children from rich and vibrant cultures and traditions that it created a void in many lives and communities, and we apologize for 
having done this. We now recognize that, in separating children from their families, we undermined the ability of many to adequately parent 
their own children and sowed the seeds for generations to follow, and we apologize for having done this. We now recognize that, far too 
often, these institutions gave rise to abuse or neglect and were inadequately controlled, and we apologize for failing to protect you. Not only 
did you suffer these abuses as children, but as you became parents, you were powerless to protect your own children from suffering the same 
experience, and for this we are sorry.

5

The burden of this experience has been on your shoulders for far too long. The burden is properly ours as a Government, and as a country. 
There is no place in Canada for the attitudes that inspired the Indian Residential Schools system to ever prevail again. 6
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TexT SeCTion

You have been working on recovering from this experience for a long time and in a very real sense, we are now joining you on this journey. 
The Government of Canada sincerely apologizes and asks the forgiveness of the Aboriginal peoples of this country for failing them so 
profoundly. 

Nous le regrettons.
We are sorry.
Nimitataynan.
Niminchinowesamin.
Mamiattugut.

In moving towards healing, reconciliation and resolution of the sad legacy of Indian Residential Schools, implementation of the Indian 
Residential Schools Settlement Agreement began on September 19, 2007. Years of work by survivors, communities and Aboriginal 
organizations culminated in an agreement that gives us a new beginning and an opportunity to move forward together in partnership. 

7

A cornerstone of the Settlement Agreement is the Indian Residential Schools Truth and Reconciliation Commission. This Commission presents 
a unique opportunity to educate all Canadians on the Indian Residential Schools system. It will be a positive step in forging a new relationship 
between Aboriginal peoples and other Canadians, a relationship based on the knowledge of our shared history, a respect for each other 
and a desire to move forward together with a renewed understanding that strong families, strong communities and vibrant cultures and 
traditions will contribute to a stronger Canada for all of us.

8
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Tiered ASSiGnmenT inSTruCTionS 

Question:
In light of the historical and current Aboriginal experience in Canada, how effective was the governmental apology? Explain.

Steps:  
1. Read the speech. Check your understanding with a partner if you wish.  

2.  Decide whether the apology is effective based on the previously determined criteria for an effective apology. Use the Governmental Apology  
Scoring/Decision Matrix (Appendix F) to help evaluate the effectiveness of the apology. Work with a partner if you wish.

 
3. Research and outline a response to the apology that:
 a. Indicates the extent to which the apology was effective
 b. Includes relevant historical facts and information to support your opinion
 c. Is in one of the following formats:
  • PowerPoint presentation (point form)
  • Mind Map
  • Newspaper article
  • Comic strip

4.  Use the Apology Analysis Checklist (Appendix G) and Rubric for Analysis of the Government  
Apology (Appendix H) to guide your work.

5. Share your response with a partner. Make changes based on your partner’s feedback.

6. Submit your work to the teacher or present it to the class. 
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GoVernmenTAl ApoloGy SCorinG/deCiSion mATrix
        Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Sample Criteria rating evidence That Supports rating: Sections
of Text

Acknowledges that a 
harmful act has been 
committed

-2 -1 1 2

3, 4, 5
Ineffective Somewhat 

ineffective
Somewhat 
effective

Effective

Accepts responsibility for 
the action and includes 
some details of event

-2 -1 1 2

1, 2, 4
Ineffective Somewhat 

ineffective
Somewhat 
effective

Effective

Expresses sincere shame or 
remorse for the action

-2 -1 1 2

2, 4, 6
Ineffective Somewhat 

ineffective
Somewhat 
effective

Effective

Offers some form of 
acceptable resolve or 
reparation for the issue

-2 -1 1 2

7, 8
Ineffective Somewhat 

ineffective
Somewhat 
effective

Effective

 TOTAL SCORE:   _______________________

Note: If you tally the scores in the rating column, the higher the score, the more effective the apology; the lower the score, the less effective the apology.
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ApoloGy AnAlySiS CHeCkliST
        Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Use the following Checklist in order to ensure you have not missed any important items.

I have made a decision on whether I think the governmental apology was effective or not.  Yes         No

I have clearly stated or demonstrated my opinion in my response.  Yes         No

I have used the apology to support my opinion several times in my response.  Yes         No

When creating my response:

I have taken the time and made the best effort I can to organize my information so it is suitable for the selected 
audience (teacher).  Yes         No

I have made sure that my opinion of the apology is supported with facts from the letter and other information learned 
this year on Aboriginal Canadian History.  Yes         No

I have checked my spelling and grammar.  Yes         No

Use the following Checklist in order to ensure you have not missed any important items.

Sample Criteria Specific reference to Criteria information included from Speech

Acknowledges that a harmful act has been committed  Yes         No  Yes         No

Accepts responsibility for the action and includes some details of event  Yes         No  Yes         No

Expresses sincere shame or remorse for the action  Yes         No  Yes         No

Offers some form of acceptable resolve or reparation for the issue  Yes         No  Yes         No
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ruBriC For AnAlySiS oF THe GoVernmenTAl ApoloGy

Categories/Criteria level 1 level 2 level 3 level 4

Knowledge and Understanding The student:

Includes historical details related to the Aboriginal 
experience and the governmental apology, e.g.:
• The conditions at Residential Schools
• Assumptions made regarding Aboriginals
• Impact of governmental policy
• Potential solutions 
• Elements of the apology

Includes historical 
details with limited 
accuracy and relevance

Includes historical 
details with some 
accuracy and relevance

Includes historical details 
with considerable 
accuracy and relevance

Includes historical 
details with a high 
degree of accuracy and 
relevance

Thinking The student:

Supports opinion on the effectiveness of the 
governmental apology with information based on 
evaluation criteria

Supports opinion with 
information that has 
limited relevance to the 
evaluation criteria

Supports opinion with 
information that has 
some relevance to the 
evaluation criteria

Supports opinion with 
information that has 
considerable relevance 
to the evaluation 
criteria

Supports opinion 
with information that 
has a high degree 
of relevance to the 
evaluation criteria

Communication The student:

Expresses ideas and information clearly 

Uses correct spelling and grammar

Expresses ideas and 
information with limited 
clarity

Demonstrates limited 
accuracy in spelling 
and use of grammar 
conventions

Expresses ideas and 
information with some 
clarity

Demonstrates some 
accuracy in spelling 
and use of grammar 
conventions

Expresses ideas and 
information with 
considerable clarity

Demonstrates 
considerable accuracy 
in spelling and use of 
grammar conventions

Expresses ideas and 
information with a high 
degree of clarity

Demonstrates a high 
degree of accuracy in 
spelling and use of 
grammar conventions

A Rubric is an assessment tool used when assessing for and of learning. When the purpose is assessment for learning, students should be engaged in co-constructing the criteria to ensure that  
they know what success “looks like.” When the purpose is assessment of learning (evaluation), the Rubric provides the basis for decision-making about the student’s level of achievement using  
the agreed upon criteria.


