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True Or FAlSe?
        Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Statement

Circle True or False

Before After

1. The Great Depression had an impact on all Canadians equally. True or False True or False

2. Many Canadians had lots of money saved to help get them through the Great Depression. True or False True or False

3. Governments around the world worked together to end the Great Depression. True or False True or False

4. Government actions and economic policies helped to bring the Great Depression to an end. True or False True or False

5. Industries that relied on primary products suffered the most during the Great Depression. True or False True or False

6. During the Great Depression, prices for finished goods dropped dramatically. True or False True or False

7. Mother Nature made things worse for farmers during the Great Depression. True or False True or False

8. The Canadian government allowed more immigrants into the country to help us get out of the Great Depression. True or False True or False

9. Many local governments refused to assist single males during the Great Depression. True or False True or False

10. There were no positive changes in Canada as a result of the Great Depression. True or False True or False
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unemployed Men Sleeping Outside during the Great 
depression
What are the men sleeping on? 
Examine their clothes and their feet.  
What other observations can you make?

 © City of Toronto Archives 

A “Bennett Buggy:” A Horse pulling a Car 
People could not afford the care and maintenance costs of the cars 
they bought during the Great Depression and were forced to return to 
more traditional ways. These “cars” were called Bennett Buggies, named 
after the Prime Minster of Canada during the early days of the Great 
Depression.  

What do you think Bennett Blankets, Bennett Boroughs and Bennett 
Coffee were?

© Library and Archives Canada / C-000623 
www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/index-e.html

1. Examine the photos below.
2. Summarize your observations and discussion on chart paper.
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CenTre 2: VerBAl-linGuiSTiC—COlleCTiOn OF GreAT depreSSiOn leTTerS

1. Examine the letter below.
2. Summarize your observations and discussion on chart paper.

The following is a letter to Premier George S. Henry:

Cache Bay, Ontario

February 25/33
 

Dear Sir Henry:-

To-day I am writing you these couple of line (sic) to ask you a great favour. Because it’s a week that I have been not able to go to school because  

I have no shoes. Will you will really say that I am a great pest but I am really writing in crying to see that here we have so much trouble with relief 

while other in other place (sic) have no trouble. Now they say the government has took (sic) the place but the man who tooke (sic) stop the school 

supplies and says that we can have no clothes anymore but I would have love to sometime (sic) my school because it is the only think (sic) that 

would help me is to be well educated and if I pass my entrance I will try to apply for a job. And if I earn money I will repay you all this. So please 

try to send a couple of dollars to help a poor cripple little girl and I am sure that god would repay you all this. And I do pray god to preserve such 

a man like you are and may you live long years again. You know that god as said “The one who helped the poor, the suffer, the cripple would 

have a great reward after life.” Please you wont refuse to send a couple of Dollars to get myself a pair of shoes and rubbers because that money 

wont make you poorer or wont be lost instead of $5.00 God will send you $10. So please in your honour do your best and I know that will answer 

because you are not as selfish as Premier Ferguson because before I wrote to you I had written to Premier F and he did not even write but you are 

not as self-fish as he is. So I close for now hoping to receive a letter from you as soon as possible.

God bless you

From…  [Name Omitted to Protect Privacy]

Cache Bay, Ontario

P.M.

Excuse the writing because I have no ink and pen to write

To get this letter address I will have to go to the second neighbor

 

© Archives of Ontario: Reference Code: RG 3-9-0-391
 www.archives.gov.on.ca/english/education/depression_letter/big/big_10_henry_letter_4p2.hm 
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1. Examine the song lyrics below. 
2. Summarize your observations and discussion on chart paper.

“Brother, Can you Spare a dime?”  
lyrics by yip Harburg, Music by Jay Gorney (1931)

They used to tell me I was building a dream, and so I followed the mob,
When there was earth to plow, or guns to bear, I was always there right on the job.
They used to tell me I was building a dream, with peace and glory ahead,
Why should I be standing in line, just waiting for bread?

Once I built a railroad, I made it run, made it race against time.
Once I built a railroad; now it’s done. Brother, can you spare a dime?
Once I built a tower, up to the sun, brick, and rivet, and lime;
Once I built a tower, now it’s done. Brother, can you spare a dime?

Once in khaki suits, gee we looked swell,
Full of that Yankee Doodly Dum,
Half a million boots went slogging through Hell,
And I was the kid with the drum!

Say, don’t you remember, they called me Al; it was Al all the time.
Why don’t you remember, I’m your pal? Buddy, can you spare a dime?

Once in khaki suits, gee we looked swell,
Full of that Yankee Doodly Dum,
Half a million boots went slogging through Hell,
And I was the kid with the drum!

Say, don’t you remember, they called me Al; it was Al all the time.
Say, don’t you remember, I’m your pal? Buddy, can you spare a dime?

Source: Songs of the Great Depression: www.library.csi.cuny.edu/dept/history/lavender/cherries.htmlG
Video available on YouTube: http://video.aol.com/video-detail/brother-can-you-spare-a-dime/685432788
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1. Examine the chart below. 
2. Summarize your observations and discussion on chart paper.

Acreages, yields and Values of Wheat Grown in Canada, 1927 to 1936

 Area (in acres) yield per Acre  
(in bushels)

Total yield  
(in acres)

Average price  
(per bushel)

Total Value  

1927 22,460 21.4 479,665 $1.00 $477,791

1928 24,119 23.5 566,726 $0.80 $451,235

1929 25,255 12.1 304,520 $1.05 $319,715

1930 24,898 16.9 420,672 $0.49 $204,693

1931 26,355 12.2 321,325 $0.38 $123,550

1932 27,182 16.3 443,061 $0.35 $154,760

1933 25,991 10.8 281,892 $0.49 $136,958

1934 23,985 11.5 275,849 $0.61 $169,631

1935 24,116 11.71 281,9351 $0.611 $173,0651

1936 25,289 9.1 229,218 $0.89 $204,835

Source: Statistics Canada, Canada Year Book 1937.



Differentiated Instruction Teaching and Learning Examples 2009
Ontario Ministry of Education—Student Success/Learning to 18 Implementation, Training and Evaluation Branch 6.

SAMple FACT SHeeT—THe GreAT depreSSiOn

Appendix C       Great depression     Grade 10 History, Academic (CHC2d) and Applied (CHC2O): 
  Canadian and World Studies 

  The Great Depression started with the Stock Market Crash in the fall of 1929.

  It lasted the entire decade and did not end until the start of World War II.

  Many companies went out of business because the prices of things fell quickly.

  Many workers were laid off from their jobs and could not find new ones.

  The unemployment rate reached 27 percent during the Great Depression.

   People who held onto their jobs or their businesses actually benefited slightly from  
the depression because the fall in prices meant they could buy more things.

  Canada’s population almost stopped growing during the Great Depression.

   The Government of Canada put high taxes (tariffs) on all goods that came from outside Canada to protect Canadian industries. 
This hurt them because governments around the world did the same thing and Canadian industries could not sell their products.

  Hardest hit were communities that depended on too few of the following: fishing, farming, forestry, agriculture.

  Many families at first received little support during the depression because a governmental system was not in place.

  The depression was made worse on the prairies because of a massive drought and a grasshopper infestation.

  Many farmers were forced to abandon their farms and attempted to head for the city to find work.

   Even in the cities, some families could not pay their bills and they were evicted from their homes or apartments.   
Families were out on the streets with nowhere to go.

  The government wanted to ride the depression out and hoped that it would end sooner than later.

  Government refused to aid single young men and devoted any attempt at assistance to families.

  The government created relief Camps for single men. These camps were in the middle of nowhere and paid the men very little.

  Soup kitchens were used to try to feed needy people.
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GreAT depreSSiOn exiT CArd
        Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

1. Three new things that I learned today about social and economic conditions during The Great Depression are…

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. One thing that I have a question about is…

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. One thing I would like to learn more about is…

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. A comment on the way I learn best…

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


