APPENDIX A

Master Critic

Grade 8 Arts: Drama

ELEMENTS OF DRAMA REVIEW AND CUBING q“

<>

Elements of Drama Review

Description

» Role/Character: An actor’s portrayal of a character in a drama, developed with attention to background, motivation,
speech, and physical traits

» Relationship(s): The connection(s) between people, events, or circumstances

» Time and Place: The setting, time period (e.g., past, present, future), duration (e.g., one day), and sequence of the
action of a story or drama

» Tension: A heightened mental or emotional state resulting from uncertainty about how the conflict or problem in a
drama will be resolved

» Focus and Emphasis: The theme, character, problem, event, moment in time, or centre of visual interest (e.g., in a
tableau) that gives purpose to a drama

Elements of Drama Cubing

Cube/Die Number

Response Options

Critical "Describing” Question for Each Element

1 Role/Character » Who are the characters?

2 Relationship(s) > ;I:/r?;antga_::\elet;(e);elationships among the characters (friends, family, strangers,
3 Time and Place » Where and when is this taking place?

4 Tension » What is happening? Why is there conflict?

5 Focus and Emphasis » Who or what is the focus of the scene?

6 Students’ Choice of Element » Students’ choice of question
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APPENDIX B Master Critic Grade 8 Arts: Drama

CRITICAL ANALYSIS PROCESS AND CUBING (page 10f 2) q“
&

Critical Analysis Process

A. Initial Reaction
What is your first impression of this tableau?

B. Description
What elements do you see in the work?
Ask the critical “describing” question for each element:

Role/Character: Who are the characters?

Relationship(s): What are the relationships between the characters?
Time and Place: When and where is this taking place?

Tension: What is happening? Why is there conflict?

Focus and Emphasis:  Who or what is the focus of the scene?

C. Analysis and Interpretation
How do the actors show us/help us understand what is happening?
Ask the critical “how"” question for each element:

Role/Character: How do they establish their characters (e.g., body language, facial expressions, use of props)?

Relationship(s): How do they establish their relationship with each other (e.g., eye contact, body positioning)?

Time and Place: How do they establish the time and place (e.g., use of props, costumes, furniture, blocking, areas of the stage)?
Tension: How do they convey to the audience what is happening? How do they make the conflict clear?

Focus and Emphasis:  How do they create focus (e.g., body positioning, staging, lights, where the characters are looking)?

D. Expression of an Informed Point of View
e How effectively does the group use and combine the elements to illustrate the scenario (i.e., What works?)?
¢ Considering the elements, is there anything else the group could do to illustrate the scenario more clearly
(i.e., What doesn’t work and why? What might work better?)?
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APPENDIX B Master Critic Grade 8 Arts: Drama

CRITICAL ANALYSIS PROCESS AND CUBING (page 2 of 2) qn
£
Cubing
Cube/Die Number | Drama Element Critical “How"” Questions for Each Element
1 Role/Character » How do they establish their characters (e.g., body language, facial expressions,
use of props)?
2 Relationship(s) » How do t_hgy (_establlsh their relationship with each other (e.g., eye contact,
body positioning)?
3 Time and Place > Hovv_ do they es'_cabllsh the time and place (e.g., use of props, costumes,
furniture, blocking, areas of the stage)?
. » How do they convey to the audience what is happening? How do they make
4 Tension .
the conflict clear?
5 Focus and Emphasis » How do they creatg focus (e.g., body positioning, staging, lights, where the
characters are looking)?
6 Students’ Choice of Element » Students’ choice of question
Ny
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l APPENDIX C Master Critic

Grade 8 Arts: Drama
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APPENDIX D1 Master Critic

Grade 8 Arts: Drama

CRITIQUE CHOICE BOARD

1. Select one of the four Choice Board options below for presenting your critique. All group participants must be involved in the presentation
and all group members must be able to respond to any of the critical analysis questions.

2. Use the questions in the Critique Choice Board: Critical Analysis Process (Appendix D2) to develop your critique.

3. Discuss the responses to the questions in your group. As a group, decide on and note the key points that you will include in your Choice Board

presentation.

4. Create a short critique that includes comments for each phase of the critical analysis process.

Choice 1

Choice 2

Choice 3

Choice 4

Television Entertainment
Critics

Web Reviewers

High School Drama Teacher

Drama Students

Video—Panel of Critics

Oral, Visual

Blog or website postings—
multiple contributors

Written

Slide presentation with text and
images

Oral, Written, Visual

Narrated tableau sequence

Oral, Visual
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