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Math Exit Cards
Differentiated Instruction Exit Cards and Student Response

Resource: The Government of Saskatchewan Educational Website
http://www.saskschools.ca/curr_content/mathcatch/mainpages/assess_tools/exit_cards1.html

The following text, taken directly from the website, was extremely useful in providing sample 
questions and student responses.

A. General open-ended questions 

1. Write one thing you learned today.
2. What area gave you the most diffi culty today?
3. Something that really helped me in my learning today was ....
4. What connection did you make today that made you say, "AHA! I get it!"
5. Describe how you solved a problem today.
6. Something I still don't understand is ...
7. Write a question you'd like to ask or something you'd like to know more about.
8. What mathematical terms do you clearly understand or have diffi culty understanding?
9. Did working with a partner make your work easier or harder. Please explain.
10. In what ways do you see today's mathematics connected to your everyday life?

B. Questions targeted towards content

1. Numbers and Operations (Place Value)
Tomorrow something is going to change in our lives. Tomorrow there will be no more zeroes. Zero 
will cease to exit. Will this affect you or not? Is this a good thing or a bad thing? Write your opinion.

2. Measurement 
What rules are important to measure accurately? Write out three of the most important measuring 
rules you would teach someone else.

3. Geometry (Tessellations)
I have been given a special privilege. Tomorrow I am in charge of the world for one day. I have 
decided that for tomorrow everything on the planet will tessellate perfectly together. Every cloud in 
the sky, every blade of grass, every bird will be tessellated so it fi ts together perfectly. 
Nothing will stand out with gaps or overlaps. Tell me your opinion. Do you think everything 
should be tessellated or not? Please back up your opinion with a reason.
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4. Data Management and Analysis
Of the three graphs you made, which one was the easiest for you to interpret and why? 

5. Problem Solving
How do you solve a problem best? Do you create a plan or do you just keep trying until some idea 
clicks. Explain the approach you used and how it helped or didn't help you solve a problem today.

6. Algebra
How does the algebraic meaning of variable differ from its root word 'vary' ?

7. Ratio and Proportion
What does it mean for something to be out of proportion and how does that relate to mathematics?

Tessellation Sensations Assessment – Exit Card Student Samples

Questions

1. What transformation did you use to make your pattern tessellate? Was it easy or diffi cult for you?

2.  I have been given a special privilege. Tomorrow I am in charge of the world for one day. I have 
decided that for tomorrow everything on the planet will tessellate perfectly together. Every cloud 
in the sky, every blade of grass, every bird will be tessellated so it fi ts together perfectly. Nothing 
will stand out with gaps or overlaps. Tell me your opinion. Do you think everything should be 
tessellated or not? Please back up your opinion with a reason. 

Student Responses
1. Refl ection. I marked my pattern so I'd know if I was fl ipping it or just sliding it. 
2.  I do not think that the world should be tessellated because it would get rid of a lot of shapes 

because they can’t tessellate.  

1. Rotation – I found it kinda easy to do. I sure had to be careful how far I made the rotation at fi rst. 
2. It would look good and a little bit goofy, but it would be distracting to look at.  

1. Mid Point Rotation. It was kinda hard. I had to really think about how I was rotating it. 
2. Bad Plan – The world would be stuck together with no spaces to move in between. 
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1.  I used refl ection for my tessellation and it was quite easy to fl ip it over to make things 
fi t right.

2.  It would be a bad plan because then there would be no more sunlight so no more fl owers or 
suntans. 

1.  The transformation I used was refl ection. I must have done something wrong because it just 
wouldn't work. Ahhh! 

2.  I would like to see that but I don’t think that the world should be tessellated because everyone 
would have to stay in the same form or it wouldn't be tessellated. 

1. Translation. Hard at fi rst and then easy. 
2.  I think that it is a bad plan because everything would be the same. You wouldn't be able to wiggle 

or budge for a whole day. 

1. I used a translation to create the tessellation. It was the easy way.
2.  No because all the houses would be tessellated and scrunched up and we see many tessellations 

everyday anyway. 
 
1. I used rotation. As soon as I got the hang of it it was very easy. 
2.  No, the world should not tessellate because I think it would be boring seeing everything stuck 

together the same. 




