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Overview of Project – Assessment for Learning

Using information about students’ learning preferences and interests, teachers designed an

integrated unit on the theme of Anti-bullying which provided the opportunity for students to

select products from the Choice Board. (See Appendix A)

Who was involved:

Grade 7 and 8 students within the school (all classes)

Length of Unit: 

3-4 weeks; time per day will vary

Essentials

Readiness
•  Discussion with students to determine/assess prior knowledge about topic

•  If students have had experience working in groups successfully, little time will need to be spent 

establishing routines. If not, some attention will need to be given to roles and responsibilities.

Interests and Learning Preferences
•  Have students complete inventories from Karen Hume’s book, Start Where They Are, (Inventories 

4.4, 4.5, 4.7, 4.9). This gives much information about your learners.

•  Collate the information. Note “trends” (i.e. learning preference for each student)

•  Debrief with students. This increases their personal awareness about their preferred learning style.

Signifi cance

Where learning begins…
•  Begin with teacher-directed lessons on the topic. Anti-bullying is a highly motivating topic, since all 

students have had experience with bullying in some way.

•  Use a variety of formats for information: video, discussion, small group discussion print/

newspaper article, journal response (i.e. video “Angel”, current events articles, ice-breakers, etc.)

•  Assess prior knowledge and identify areas for learning by reviewing student responses.

Non-threatening environment…
•  Previous experience with group work and familiarity with different roles within a group (all worked 

within their learning preference) is an asset.
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U•  Collaborative learning provides a “social” aspect and allows for team teaching, if classes 

are combined.

•  Vary the locations for activities: gym, different classrooms, library, and open hallway.

•  Encourage the involvement of other workers or community partners, if available (i.e. student 

support worker, educational assistant, counselor, police liaison offi cer).

Motivators….
•  Choose a theme/big idea that will correlate with other events (i.e. Anti-bullying Week, Character 

Ed./Catholic Values).

•  Have the students share their learning with others (i.e. other classes in the school, assembly, 

website posting, etc.). This supports student leadership development.

Expectations…
•  Articulate clearly the Curriculum Expectations and Evaluation Rubric at the beginning of the 

Unit. (See Appendices B and C.)

•  Set timelines for completion and monitor with checkpoints/teacher conferencing along the way to 

support students and stay on track.

•  Guide students to choose topic/product from Choice Board based on previously identifi ed learning 

preferences.

•  Intentionally coach students to choose so that the degree of challenge balances the opportunity for 

success.

•  Expect students to follow process of outlines, fi rst drafts, revisions, and fi nal product.

Variety of Forms…
•  Choice Board involves videos, powerpoints, surveys/charts, drama, written reports, pamphlets, 

presentations, etc. (See Appendix A.)

DI in Action

•  Topic selection is critical. It must be relevant and engaging. Ideally, every student should have some 

degree of experience with it (current, personal connection, personal investment).

•  Because of the broad scope of a topic, you may want to “zoom-in” on defi ned subtopics to enable 

cross-curricular links (ie. cyberbullying, bystanders, school statistics, profi le of the bully).

•  Determine the products based on student learning preferences/interests identifi ed.
•  Have student select and rank 3 preferences.

•  Group students (this is key!). Intent is to provide choice and also have balanced heterogeneous 

groups based on achievement, interests, preferences, and group dynamics.

•  Vary the size of groups (ie. dyads, triads, etc.). Honour those who prefer to work individually.
•  Once topics are determined/assigned, provide support to ensure comprehension, progress, and 

cooperation: This keeps things on track!
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UOffering Choice

•  Via dialogue/conferencing and refl ection, encourage students to make good choices based on their 

learning preferences and interests (stay in comfort zone).

•  Provide opportunities for appropriate choices based on assessment of prior knowledge and learner 

profi les.

•  Ongoing conferencing with students is critical. Refl ective and probing questions need to be 

continually posed. (assessment on the go!) This is instrumental in learning; often the students will 

be satisfi ed with their fi rst attempt. Continually challenge the students to “bump it up! “ and make 

real world connections.

Implementing DI

•  Have routines in place for group work. Time spent developing these routines will result in 

minimal time spent on behaviour issues and maximum time spent on-task.

•  Vary the initial activities. Assess prior knowledge using a variety of formats.

•  Get to really know student learning preferences and styles; this will help you with determining 

group membership.

•  Ideally, students will have had previous instruction/experience with the different products on the 

choice board.

•  An engaging and relevant topic with a real-world connection is motivating for the students.

•  Cross-curricular expectations are met. (See Appendix B.)

•  A common rubric assists in maintaining focus and supports Level 3 and 4 success. (See Appendix C)

•  Debriefi ng after each presentation is valuable and forms the foundation for future learning.

•  By dialoguing extensively with the students prior to beginning their topic/product, the issue of 

students wanting to change topics or change products is reduced/eliminated.

•  Students become more aware of themselves as learners. Ongoing self-refl ection is 
part of the process. Feedback and conferencing is done before, during and after. This is 
deliberate and explicit, with the goal of helping each student understand him/herself as 
a learner/thinker.
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UAppendix A:
Choice Board

Topics Products

What is Bullying and Who is Involved? PowerPoint Presentation

Human Rights/Harrassment/Legislation (This 

should include biblical readings.)

Public Service Announcement

What can you do about Bullying? Commercial

Understanding the Bully and the Victim Interview

Covering True Stories News or News Articles

Creating a Just Society Posters

What can you do about Bullying? Role Playing/Skits

Our School – Are we bullies? Documentary

The Bystander - What can you do? Pamphlet

Statistical Math Report with Graphs

Fictional Narrative
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UAppendix B: 
Curricular Expectations for Anti-bullying Project

Anti-Bullying Project – This is an integrated unit that encompasses a variety of curriculum areas. 

The focus is to develop an awareness of bullying, the effects of bullying, and the changes that 

can take place within a school environment or community. The following expectations could be 

addressed; teachers can determine which ones are assessed.

Health and Physical Education:
OE: –  analyze situations that are potentially dangerous to personal safety and determine how 

to seek assistance.

Religion and Family Life:
–  develops attitudes and values founded on Catholic social teaching and acts to promote social 

responsibility, human solidarity and the common good;

–  presents information and ideas clearly and honestly and with sensitivity to others;

–  thinks refl ectively and creatively to evaluate situations and solve problems;

–  makes decisions in light of gospel values with an informed moral conscience;

–  demonstrates a confi dent and positive sense of self and respect for the dignity and welfare 

of others;

–  takes initiative and demonstrates Christian leadership;

–  works effectively as an interdependent team member;

–  thinks critically about the meaning and purpose of work;

–  contributes to the common good.

Media Literacy
OE:  –  create a variety of media texts for different purposes and audiences, using appropriate 

forms, conventions, and techniques.

SE: –  identify an appropriate form to suit the purpose and audience for a media text they plan 

to create.

 –  produce a variety of media texts of some technical complexity for specifi c purposes and 

audiences, using appropriate forms, conventions, and techniques.

Oral Communication
OE: –  use speaking skills and strategies appropriately to communicate with different audiences 

for a variety of purposes.

SE:  –   communicate in a clear, coherent manner, using a structure and style appropriate to the 

purpose, the subject matter, and the intended audience.
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UAPPENDIX C:   
Rubric for Anti-Bullying Project

Name of Student: _____________________________ Topic: ______________ Product: ___________________

Criteria Level One Level Two Level Three Level Four

Understanding
awareness of basic 
concept (e.g. concepts, 
ideas, relationship 
among facts)

demonstrates 
limited 
understanding 
of concept 

demonstrates 
some 
understanding 
of concept

demonstrates 
considerable 
understanding 
of concept

demonstrates 
excellent 
understanding 
of concept

Thinking
generating ideas, 
gathering information, 
focusing on research, 
organizing info.

uses planning 
skills with 
limited 
effectiveness

uses planning 
skills with some 
effectiveness

uses planning 
skills with 
considerable 
effectiveness

uses planning 
skills with high 
degree of 
effectiveness

Communication
expression and 
organization of ideas 
and information

expresses and 
organizes ideas 
and information 
with limited 
effectiveness

expresses and 
organizes ideas 
and information 
with some 
effectiveness

expresses and 
organizes 
ideas and 
information with 
considerable 
effectiveness

expresses and 
organizes 
ideas and 
information with 
a high degree of 
effectiveness

Communication 
cont...
use of conventions 
(e.g. spelling, 
grammar, punctuation, 
vocabulary)

uses conventions 
with limited 
effectiveness

uses conventions 
with some 
effectiveness

uses conventions 
with 
considerable 
effectiveness

uses conventions 
with a high 
degree of 
effectiveness

Application
making connections 
between information 
and self, world, media, 
faith

makes 
connections 
within and 
between 
various contexts 
with limited 
effectiveness

makes 
connections 
within and 
between 
various contexts 
with some 
effectiveness

makes 
connections 
within and 
between various 
contexts with 
considerable 
effectiveness

makes 
connections 
within and 
between various 
contexts with a 
high degree of 
effectiveness

Comments:




