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Key Revisions 
Revised 

First Nations, Métis, and Inuit Studies, Grades 9 - 12 
 
The following summary outlines key changes found in the revised Ontario curriculum:  First 
Nations, Métis, and Inuit Studies, Grades 9 – 12 
 
Changes to the current curriculum were developed following extensive research, feedback and 
consultation.  
Changes were further developed to support the Ministry’s 4 core priorities:  

• Achieving Excellence 
• Ensuring Equity 
• Promoting Well-Being 
• Enhancing Public Confidence 

 
What's New Purpose and Rationale  

Expanded Front Matter • Communicates to parents, students and teachers key 
information about the philosophical, pedagogical, and research 
base upon which the curriculum expectations are developed 

• Includes underlying principles and links to other Ministry of 
Education policy and framework documents 

Coherent Curriculum 
Grades 9 to 12 

• Provides a vision First Nations, Métis and Inuit studies 
secondary curriculum documents  

• Demonstrates a common purpose and goal of the disciplines that 
are consistent with currently revised curriculum in grades 9 - 12 

Politique 
d’aménagement 
linguistique pour une 
éducation en langue 
française and Une 
approche culturelle de 
l’enseignement pour 
l’appropriation de la 
culture dans les écoles 
de langue française de 
l’Ontario 

• Deliver high-quality instruction in French-language schools 
adapted to the minority setting 

• Educate young francophones to become competent and 
responsible citizens, empowered by their linguistic and cultural 
identity 

• Increased capacity to work in a minority setting to support the 
academic learning and identity building of every student 

• Applies only to the French language curriculum 

Alignment with French 
Language Curriculum 
Policy in First Nations, 
Métis, and Inuit Studies 

• Aligns the overall expectations in French-language and English-
language 

• Allows French-language and English-language boards to use a 
set of common content resources developed by the publishers 
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What's New Purpose and Rationale  

Citizenship Framework • To build motivation and skills for an engaged citizenry in Ontario 
in the 21st century  

• Embeds the four elements of citizenship across all grades and 
courses, grades 1 to 12 

• Increases the focus on citizenship education and 21st Century 
Learning  

• Based on research and consultation 
Concepts of Thinking by 
Discipline 

• Based on international research 
• Establishes a foundation of the discipline to help teachers make 

connections between all disciplines in these documents as well 
as to see similarities and differences between the disciplinary 
concepts of thinking 

Revised Inquiry Process • Increases explicit connections to inquiry through Strand A in all 
courses  

• Requires students to use the inquiry process across all strands 
Deeper Learning • Promotes in-depth study of First Nations, Métis, and Inuit 

perspectives 
• Reduces the perception of an overcrowded curriculum 

Improved Format • Aligns with other revised curriculum policy documents 
• Links overall expectations  directly to a set of specific 

expectations 
Provides clear subheadings and numbering system to help teachers 
in clustering expectations to assess and evaluate 

Optional Examples and 
Sample Questions 

• Adds updated  illustrative optional examples, and sample 
questions that are inclusive of diverse perspectives and 
experiences 

• Provides guidance to teachers by illustrating the breadth and 
depth of learning 

Expanded Assessment 
and Evaluation 

• Aligns with revised Growing Success (2010) and Learning for All 
(2011) 

• Clearer instructions on assessment and evaluation of overall and 
specific expectations 

Enhanced Achievement 
Chart 

• Identifies First Nations, Métis, and Inuit specific optional 
examples indicated under each category 

Alignment with Ministry 
Policies and Priorities  

Emphasis on the following through the use of explicit expectations, 
optional examples and teacher prompts. As well, emphasis on these 
areas explicitly identified in the front matter: 

• Acting Today, Shaping Tomorrow – Policy Framework for 
Environmental Education 

• A Sound Investment – Financial Literacy Education in Ontario 
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What's New Purpose and Rationale  

Schools 
• English Language Learners Policies and Procedures 
• Equity and Inclusive Education Policy  
• First Nation, Métis and Inuit Education Policy Framework 
• Healthy Schools  
• Learning for All 
• Safe Schools Action Team – Shaping a Culture of Respect in 

Our Schools, Promoting Safe and Healthy Relationships 
 
Detailed Explanation of Key Revisions in Draft Revised First Nations, Métis, and Inuit Studies, 
Grades 9 to 12 
 

Topic Key Revision Rationale 
Foundational 
Components 

Concepts of Thinking and Inquiry 
Process 

• Shift from content-focused to 
thinking and inquiry based 
learning to focus the learning 
on the processing of the 
content in ways best suited to 
each subject 

• Curriculum focuses on 
developing students’ ability to 
apply concepts of disciplinary 
thinking, which are inherent 
to “doing” each subject 

 
Citizenship Framework 
 

• Citizenship framework 
provides an inclusive and 
integrated  approach to 
citizenship 

• Overall changes with respect 
to citizenship education are 
based on research indicating 
that pedagogical approaches 
to citizenship education have 
changed 

 
Essential Skills 

• The Essential understandings 
provide a lens with which to 

• Application of a coherent 
approach grades 9 to 12 

 
• A comprehensive research-

based approach addressing 
the needs of students in the 
21st century 

 
• Changes were made based 

on extensive research and 
consultation with experts in 
Canada and other 
jurisdictions and in other 
Ontario government 
Ministries 

 
• To align with government 

policies and directives such 
as Realizing the Promise of 
Diversity: Ontario’s Equity 
and Inclusive Education 
Strategy (2009), the report of 
the Safe Schools Action 
Team – Shaping a Culture of 
Respect in Our Schools, 
Promoting Safe and Healthy 
Relationships (2008) and 
Learning for All (2011) 
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Topic Key Revision Rationale 
develop a deeper 
understanding of identity, 
relationships, and 
sovereignty.  These key 
concepts are embedded 
within the strands of each 
course. 

Teacher Support • More detailed examples, and 
sample questions 

• To align with government 
policies and directives such 
as Realizing the Promise of 
Diversity: Ontario’s Equity 
and Inclusive Education 
Strategy (2009) , The Ontario 
First Nation, Metis and Inuit 
Education Policy Framework 
(2007), the Policy Framework 
for Environmental Education: 
Acting Today, Shaping 
Tomorrow (2009) and A 
Sound Investment – Financial 
Literacy Education in Ontario 
Schools 

Content • Topics have been updated to 
address identified gaps 
including diverse 
perspectives and student 
relevance 

• Alignment of this curriculum 
to support other policy 
initiatives around equity and 
inclusive education, FNMI 
perspectives and 21st 
century learning 

• All changes made are 
informed by academic and 
inter-jurisdictional research, 
consultation with teachers, 
other ministries, 
stakeholders, post-secondary 
institutions, faculties of 
education and experts in the 
field of study 

• Draft revisions of the 
curriculum are checked for 
accuracy by experts and 
opportunities for feedback 
are provided prior to 
finalization 
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