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Overview

• The Ontario Curriculum

• Curriculum Review Process

• Key Shifts with Revised Curriculum

• Faculty of Education Perspective

• Subject/Division Association Perspective

• Moving Forward 

2

 

 

The Ontario Curriculum – Slides 3-13 
Curriculum Review Process – Slides 14-21 
Activity: Slide 18-sample curriculum expectations reflecting key shifts 
Recently released curricula – Slides 22-26 
Key Shifts, Discussion – commonalties - Slide 27 
Resources – EduGAINS – Slide 28 
Questions and Discussion – Slide 29 
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1 program

8 elementary

32 secondary

Curriculum Documents
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We have a program document for the current Kindergarten and Full-Day Early Learning 
– Kindergarten program. Kindergarten is not policy. Students are not required to start 
school until age 6. 
There is subject-based curriculum for Grades 1 to 8 and discipline-based curriculum for 
Grades 9 to 12. 
Numbers of documents on the slide refer to English-language curriculum documents. 
There are complementary documents in French-language. 
 
The Ministry of Education is responsible for developing curriculum policy 
Implementation of policy is the responsibility of school boards  
Under the direction of their school board and school, teachers: 

• plan units of study 
• develop a variety of teaching approaches 
• select appropriate resources (e.g. ICT tools) to address the curriculum 

expectations taking into account the needs and abilities of the students in their 
classes 
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Curriculum Structure and Features

• Front Matter 

• Overviews (course, division, grade, appendices)

• Curriculum Expectations

• Overall expectations

• Specific expectations

• Examples, sample prompts, questions, issues

• Glossary
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Although the content and level of support contained within curriculum policy documents 
has evolved throughout the curriculum review process, the general structure is  
consistent from document to document. 
 
The curriculum expectations are the core of all of the policy documents and consist of 
overall and specific expectations. Optional supports such as detailed examples, sample 
teacher prompts, student responses, sample issues and questions and instructional tips 
are included in most documents to provide an optional guide to support educators. 
 
The material at the front of the curriculum documents provides critical foundational 
information about the curriculum itself and about how the learning connects to Ministry of 
Education policies, programs and priorities. 
 
Additional supports such as a glossary, and overviews are included to provide further 
guidance and information to support the implementation of the curriculum. 
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Front Matter

• Preface and Introduction

• The Program

• Assessment and Evaluation of Student 
Achievement

• Some Considerations for Program 
Planning
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There are four sections that make up the beginning section of all curriculum documents 
and act as the foundation for all curriculum. 
•Preface and Introduction:  provides an overview of the goals and key elements of the 
approach and pedagogy in the subject, including the roles of teachers, parents, 
students, principals, and the community 
 
•The Program:  provides an overview of the structure of the intended learning including 
the organization of the knowledge and skills relevant to the subject  
 
•Assessment and Evaluation of Student Achievement:  provides a description of 
considerations aligned with Growing Success policy and the achievement charts for the 
subject 
 
•Considerations for Program Planning: Provides guidance to teachers about 
government priorities and policies that must be taken into account when planning 
classroom lessons and programs 
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Front Matter – Preface

• Schools in the 21st century

• Supporting students’ well-being and ability to learn

• The Role of Mental Health 6

 

 

In curriculum policy documents published from 2013 going forward, the introduction 
section of the curriculum includes a preface which provides the context for learning. This 
section underlines the importance of mental health and student well-being  beginning by 
considering how educators can support the well-being and ability to learn for all 
students.  
 
Stepping Stones – A Resource on Youth Development - is referenced – see diagram.  
Stepping Stones (produced by the Ministry of Children and Youth Services) includes 
developmental maps for youth development, ages 12-25. 
 
4-pager educator flyer available. 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/brochure/stepStones.html 
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Front Matter – Introduction

• provides an overview of the goals and key 

elements of the approach and pedagogy in 

the subject

• roles of teachers, parents, students, 

principals, and the community
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The introduction section of recently revised documents includes a statement about 
schools and learning in the 21st century. It recognizes that, today and in the future, 
students need to be critically literate in order to synthesize information, make informed 
decisions, communicate effectively, and thrive in an ever-changing global community . 
 
The vision and goals relevant to each subject and discipline are included. Key concepts, 
fundamental principles conceptual frameworks and important ideas underlying that 
curriculum are included in this section.  
 
This section also includes roles and responsibilities of students, parents, teachers, 
principals and community partners. Successful curriculum implementation is supported 
by a whole school approach. 
 
Sample graphics from introduction sections include Science and Technology planning 
chart, Health and Physical Education visual graphic, ideas underlying the Arts 
curriculum, Citizenship Education framework and graphic from FDK program document. 
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Front Matter - The Program

• overview of the structure of the intended 

learning 

• organization of the knowledge and skills 

relevant to the subject 
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The second section at the beginning of the curriculum documents includes important 
information about the program in each subject and discipline.  
 
An explanation of how overall and specific expectations interact with any supports such 
as teacher prompts, student talk, sample questions or instructional tips is included in this 
section. 
 
Comprehensive background information is provided for educators about the intention 
behind the various curriculum structures. For example:  
• In Science, a graphic is included to illustrate the interactions among the four broad 

areas of skills; 
• In Social Studies, History and Geography, there is information about the inquiry 

process;  
• In Health and Physical Education, a chart is included to illustrate how living skills are 

integrated across all components of the curriculum. 
• In the Arts, a graphic is included to illustrate the Creative Process. 
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Front Matter -
Assessment and Evaluation of Student Achievement

• considerations aligned with Growing Success policy 

and the achievement charts for the subject
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Key messages related to assessment and evaluation are consistent from curriculum to 
curriculum and aligned with the Growing Success policy document. 
 
Examples on the Achievement chart are revised so they are specific for each 
subject/discipline. 
 
 

  



Slide 10 

 

Front Matter - Considerations for Program Planning

• Instructional Approaches

• Cross-curricular and Integrated 
Learning

• Planning for Students with Special 
Education Needs

• Considerations for English Language 
Learners

• Environmental Education

• Healthy Relationships

• Equity and Inclusive Education

• Financial Literacy

• Literacy, Mathematical Literacy, and 
Inquiry

• Critical Thinking and Critical Literacy

• The Role of the School Library

• The Role of Information and 
Communications Technology

• Education and Career/Life Planning

• Health and Safety

In French-language curriculum:

• Politique d’aménagement
linguistique (PAL)

• L’approche culturelle de 
l’enseignement
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Provides guidance about government priorities and policies to be taken into 
consideration when planning instruction. 
 
Sections have been added to this component of the curriculum over the course of the 
curriculum review cycle. For example, the sections on healthy relationships and financial 
literacy were added to provide further information about how student learning related to 
these important concepts are reflected in all curriculum. In The Role of Information and 
Communications Technology there is information about tools that can be used to support 
student learning and the importance of using these tools.  
 
All components of the this section are regularly updated with the release of each 
curriculum document to ensure that the information remains current, relevant and 
aligned with government policies and strategies. 
 
There are slight variations in the order of the sections to reflect the needs of different 
subjects and disciplines. For example, the health and safety section is included as the 
second item in both the Science and Technology, Science, Technological Education and 
Health and Physical Education curricula. 
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Curriculum Expectations

• Overall Expectations

• Specific Expectations

*All curriculum expectations 

must be accounted for in 

instruction, but evaluation 

focuses on students’ 

achievement of the overall 

expectations.
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The curriculum expectations identify the knowledge and skills students are expected to 
acquire, demonstrate and apply in each grade and course.  
 
The Overall Expectations describe in general terms the knowledge and skills that 
students are expected to demonstrate by the end of each grade.  
 
The Specific Expectations describe the expected knowledge and skills in greater detail. 
 
Since the release of the Language/English curriculum, the expectations are numbered to 
show connections between the overall and specific expectations. 
 
Sub-headings are used to show the categories of learning. 
 
While the expectations are organized into strands and sections to help with organization, 
planning for instruction involves looking at the intended learning across the grade and 
course as educators develop lessons and learning activities. 
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Examples, Prompts, Responses, Sample Issues

• Not mandatory

• Sample illustrations for content

• Suggest intended scope, depth and 

level of complexity

A2.1 construct personal interpretations of dance pieces that depict stories, issues, and themes, 

and explain their interpretations, using dance terminology (e.g., write an opinion paragraph on a 

recorded or live community dance performance [Red Sky]; write a response journal entry on a 

dance piece performed by peers about a social issue [emotional or physical bullying, friendship, 

safety, fairness, family, inclusion, equity])

Teacher prompts: “How do we know this dance is about bullying? What elements helped make 

the theme clear?” “What did this dance mean to you? What themes or stories did you see in it?”

The Arts, Grade 6 Dance
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Most revised curriculum includes more detailed examples than the previous curriculum. 
Most also include optional supports to provide support for educators. 
 
Through the curriculum review process, educators indicated that having optional 
prompts such as sample teacher prompts, student responses, sample issues and 
questions and instructional tips are very helpful to guide instruction.  
 
The examples and the prompts are not mandatory and are included to help educators 
better understand the expectations, anticipate student questions and build in learning 
opportunities that reflect the diversity of learners.  
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The current curriculum review process is a comprehensive one that builds on the 
quality curriculum that is in place while identifying targeted areas in need of 
support 
 
The process was developed to ensure that the curriculum remains current and 
relevant and that there is coherence from Kindergarten through Grade 12.  
 
It is a research-based and evidence-informed process that begins with research 
and benchmarking of the Ontario curriculum against curricula from across 
Canada and around the world.  
 
Extensive consultation occurs with teachers, principals, school board staff, 
subject experts, education stakeholders, parents and students at a variety of 
stages throughout the process. 
 
The process is cyclical and has been staged to allow for continual improvement.  
The cyclical nature also allows lead time for development or updating of related 
support materials as required (e.g. textbooks) 
 
There is a parallel process for English-language and French-language 
documents 
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Alignment with Ministry Policies, Strategies, Frameworks

14

Turn and Talk: How do connections to these relevant 

policies, programs, strategies and initiatives enhance 

student learning? 

 

 

Pictured on this slide are examples of Ministry of Education initiatives, policies, 
strategies and frameworks,  that along with  many others  are in place to support student 
success and well-being and are reflected in the Ontario curriculum.  These policies and 
initiatives are considered in the curriculum review process so that the K-12 curriculum 
aligns with and supports all aspects of  a child or youth’s education. 
 
As a part of the curriculum review process, the Ministry of Education brings together 
educators who have a broad range of experiences, perspectives and expertise 
connected to different ministry priorities to contribute to all phases of curriculum review. 
Training is provided to build a common understanding of ministry policies, strategies, 
initiatives and frameworks. 
 
All draft revised curriculum policy documents are subject to third party review for 
reflection of First Nations, Métis and Inuit perspectives, Environmental Education, Equity 
and Inclusive Education principles and Financial Literacy. 
 
Opportunities to learn more about connections to other ministry policies, strategies, 
initiatives, frameworks and resources are included in regional training sessions for 
school board teams in preparation for implementation of revised curriculum. 
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This program document puts 

focus back on the whole child 

not just the “academics”. 

Builds the philosophy of 

valuing the child.

Full-Day Kindergarten 

I think it is a document written for the 

world we are living in and for the future. 

It addresses important issues and 

provides a clear framework for teachers 

to follow. 

Health and Physical Education

I found this document to be 

excellent. The expectations are 

very clear, relate directly to the 

communicative purposes of the 

curriculum and I see a very clear 

and appropriate progression 

from grade to grade.

French as a Second Language

Voices from the Field - Support

The revised expectations 

encourage teachers to 

start their focus with local 

community-based topics 

and then move outward.

Native Studies
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Note that these comments are from educators and stakeholders from key organizations. 
Identify areas of strength.  
 
 

  



Slide 16 

 

The one thing I am very 

concerned with is the 

implementation phase after 

the curriculum is written.

These living skills are critical to student 

learning. Why don’t we see them embedded 

across the curriculum?

Like the shift from achievement 

lens to growth in learning in FDK –

should be same for K-2.

Challenges Identified

How do we build an 

understanding of the 

continuum between 

elementary and secondary?  
How will we support the 

shift away from a 

content-driven, teacher-

directed stance?
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Note that feedback was helpful to guide evolution of thinking about curriculum. 
Challenges identified.  
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And the conversations continue…

@TheAgenda #agendatvo New 

Ont. social studies curriculum is 

outstanding with its focus on 

inquiry & knowledge building. 

@MaRSDD

What I like most about 

new #ontsshg curriculum is hearing 

how surprised teachers are by 

what kids can do. #edchat #inquiry
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Note that these comments are from educators and stakeholders from key organizations. 
Feedback extends to online environments and social media 
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What have we learned? How has curriculum 
continued to evolve?
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Mathematical processes: 
problem solving 
reasoning and proving 
reflecting 
selecting tools and computational strategies 
connecting 
representing 
communicating 
 
Language/English 
• Division overviews – summary of the learning  
• Oes – consistent – specificity in Ses and examples 
• More examples 
• Organizational structure 
• Oes – consistency, SE’s – headings 
 
Science 
• Process for scientific investigation 
• Sample questions, sample issues 
• Use of graphics/charts to summarize key concepts 
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Technological Education

19

 

 

Design process 
Variety of focus courses – student success 
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The Arts

20

 

 

Creative Process 
Critical Analysis process 
4 distinct disciplines 
 
Key ideas and skills  consistent across all four disciplines 
•Developing creativity 
•Communicating 
•Understanding culture 
•Making connections 
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Health and Physical Education

21

 

 

Integration of Living Skills 
Division overviews – developmental and learning summary 
Appendices 
Shift – skill versus knowledge focus (Healthy living, OE’s – same throughout) – reflected 
in structure and content of curriculum 
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Full-Day Early Learning – Kindergarten 
Program 
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Self-regulation 
Play-based learning 
Program document structure 
•Making connections – “Student Talk” 
•Ways in which children might demonstrate their learning – Saying, Doing, Representing 
•EL-K Team Intentional Interactions – Responding, Challenging, Extending 
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Key Shifts with Revised Curriculum

23

 

 

 
• Philosophical and theoretical underpinnings 
Preface – Stepping Stones, knowing the student first 
The Arts – creative process 
FDK – responding to the needs of the learner, team approach 
Science - interactions among the four broad areas of scientific investigation skills 
HPE – healthy active living, well-being, living skills 
SSHG and CWS – Citizenship Framework 
FSL – enduring understandings for lifelong learning 
Education and Career/Life Planning 
 
Turn and Talk: What common approaches and emphases do you see in these sample 
graphics from revised curricula? 
• Interconnectedness 
• Critical and creative thinking skills 
• Understanding of self in relation to the broader community 
• Healthy relationships 
• Inquiry-based learning 
• Developing skills for lifelong learning 
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Curriculum Released Since 2004
Social Studies, Grades 1-6; History & Geography, Grades 7-8 
(pilot)

Canadian and World Studies, Grades 9-10 (pilot)

Canadian and World Studies, Grades 11-12 (pilot)

Mathematics, Grades 1-8

The Kindergarten Program
Language, Grades 1-8
Mathematics, Grades 9-10 
Business Studies, Grades 9-10
Business Studies, Grades 11-12
Guidance and Career Education, Grades 9-10
Guidance and Career Education, Grades 11-12

Science and Technology, Grades 1-8
English, Grades 9-10
English, Grades 11-12
ESL/ELD, Grades 9-12
Mathematics, Grades 11-12

Science, Grades 9-10

Science, Grades 11-12

Computer Studies, Grades 10-12

The Arts, Grades 1-8
Technological Education, Grades 9-10
Technological Education, Grades 11-12

The Full-Day Early Learning-Kindergarten Program (draft) 
The Extended-Day Program (draft) 
Health and Physical Education, Grades 1-8 (Interim Edition) 
The Arts, Grades 9-10
The Arts, Grades 11-12

Anglais pour débutant, Grades 4-8 and 9-12
Social Science and the Humanities, Grades 9-12
Social Studies, Grades 1-6; History & Geography, Grades 7-
8
French as a Second Language, Grades 1-8
Canadian & World Studies, Grades 9-10
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Here is a list of revised curriculum policy documents, organized by the year of their 
release for implementation. As you can see, this reflects the staged process of the 
current review cycle. 
 
Note that the curriculum review process started using the Social Studies, History and 
Geography curriculum and Canadian and World Studies curriculum as pilots. Those 
curricula are currently being reviewed again at the end of the review cycle. 
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Completing the Review Cycle

• Canadian & World Studies, Grades 11-12
• French as a Second Language, Grades 9-12
• First Nations, Métis and Inuit Studies, Grades 9-12
• Classical Studies and International Languages, Grades 9-12
• Health and Physical Education, Grades 1-8
• Health and Physical Education, Grades 9-12
• Native Languages, Grades 1-8
• Native Languages, Grades 9-12
• Interdisciplinary Studies, Grades 11-12
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As this curriculum review cycle comes to an end, there are a number of curriculum 
documents being finalized with release pending.  
 
Information about curriculum release will be communicated to directors of education. 
Watch Curriculum GAINS and EduSource for information and support material which will 
be posted as documents are released.  
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Looking Ahead
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• Based on what you have heard, think about what students in Faculties of Education 
and students in Ontario schools need now and in the future.  

• What can stay the same?  
• What needs to change?  

• Think of one question or idea you have related to this that you want to discuss with 
someone today. 

 
 

 


