
 

    
   

          

            
         

         

      
 

          
 

               
        

           
          

    

              
  

    

             
   

          

        
           

           
       

       
           

21st Century T eaching and Learning    
Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board      

[MUSIC] 

[ANIMATED INTRODUCTION: COLLAGE OF STUDENTS AND TEACHERS 
WORKING TOGETHER WITH TECHNOLOGY] 

TEXT ON SCREEN: 21st Century Teaching and Learning… Innovation in Ontario 

TEXT ON SCREEN: All 72 Ontario District School Boards engaged in a collaborative 
research study on effective technology-enabled teaching and learning practices. Here 
are the reflections of the Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board. 

[TEACHER AND STUDENTS IN CLASSROOMS LEARNING USING TABLETS AND 
COMPUTERS.] 

NARRATOR: When Paul Beltrano was planning this lesson he had 21st century skills in 
mind. 

PAUL BELTRANO: It’s the image of a student being able to collaborate, and at the same 
time being able to be a critical thinker. 

NARRATOR: But what his grade 7 and 8 students took away was so much more. The 
lesson, centered around the word “hope,” had students thinking about the world issues 
they wanted to see change. 

STUDENT: Because it’s a huge issue on our planet, because I know a whole bunch of 
people would want peace. 

NARRATOR: NARRATOR: given choice. 

STUDENT: It gives you a lot more freedom and makes you feel like he trusts you, and 
makes you feel older. 

NARRATOR: And that sense of autonomy, it helps drive learning further. 

DANUTA WOLOSZYNOWICZ: The most important thing is for students to be self-
directed. They have to drive their own learning. They have to, not so much answer 
teacher questions, but ask questions. And the more they ask, the more the teacher can 
say “I don’t know. Let’s find out.” And provide opportunities for students to ask 
questions, work together as a group collaboratively because learning is social. Students 
have to have opportunities to learn together, and, and answer their own questions. 



       
    

         
          
               

       

        

              
  

          
     

        
              

             
        

     

      
   

  

                
 

        
          

      
          

            
             

            
                

       
           

    

       
  

NARRATOR: To answer the questions the students consulted with their teacher and 
used online resources to research. 

PAUL BELTRANO: They had to placemark places in the world where those problems 
are happening on Google Maps, and afterwards we thought about what our hopes for 
the world are, and tried to communicate that through the form of a written piece that 
we’re using essentially as a class collaborative book that we’re writing. 

NARRATOR: The lesson also included character education and communication. 

STUDENT: I learned how to kinda talk more, and get my ideas out more in more of a 
knowledgeable way. 

NARRATOR: It also offered students a chance to be creative, showing ideas for 
leadership in action and citizenship. 

PAUL BELTRANO: I think it’s just probably gives them a bit of exposure. Helps them 
realize that, you know, the world is much bigger than, you know, the small bubble that 
they might live in. At the same time I think it gives them an opportunity to realize that, 
you know, there’s a place where, where opportunities for them to possibly, hopefully 
change the world as well. 

NARRATOR: While Paul encourages his students to work collaboratively, he’s now 
modelling that skill. 

STUDENT: Yes. 

PAUL BELTRANO: Okay. Do you have a fact about it? Student: Well, we’re going to get 
that. 

NARRATOR: Paul’s practice has changed this year. He joined a Simcoe-Muskoka 
Catholic District school board innovation project looking at 21st century teaching and 
learning, specifically with using Google Chromebooks. While technology supports his 
classroom practice, it hasn’t been the biggest thing he’s learned this year. 

PAUL BELTRANO: The biggest change has been just accepting the fact that I’m a co-
learner with the kids, and trying to promote that message within the classroom. Not 
necessarily standing at the front of the classroom and saying “I know everything, and 
here’s what you need to know, and I’m going to tell you what you need to know.” Just a 
totally different philosophy where we work together to problem solve, where we work 
together to construct meaning in different tasks and, yeah, just taking on that 
collaborative, that collaborative environment. 

NARRATOR: Paul has the opportunity to collaborate with other teachers cross-panel, 
from elementary and secondary. 



            
               

           
           

       

        
     

          
            

              
         

           
               

            
          

   

          
           

        

                  
                 

         
             
                  

               
                  

        

 

              
  

PAUL BELTRANO: We get to have an opportunity to share our work that we’ve done 
with our kids with others and go through a step-by-step of how we did it, and, you know, 
the process that we followed to get the kids to accomplish what they accomplished. It’s 
easy to transfer a lot of the things that we’re doing across panels. Just, obviously the 
complexity of the tasks would change a bit more. 

NARRATOR: As educators think more about 21st century teaching and learning, some 
fear that teachers will no longer be needed. 

DANUTA WOLOSZYNOWICZ: It’s absolutely just a myth. A teacher will be even more 
important now, and it’s just a matter of what skills do teachers need to change from that, 
you know, know-it-all person who has all the answers, to the one that would prompt 
questions from students, and then guide them as they are trying to find answers. 

PAUL BELTRANO: Teaching doesn’t need to look like what people might think it needs 
to look like. And, if you’re open to trying things, you’ll be totally amazed at the success 
that the kids can achieve. So I think it, I think the most important thing is teachers 
themselves being open-minded, and from there it allows the students just to excel and 
flourish beyond that. 

NARRATOR: Paul says the difference is showing in his teaching and in his students’ 
learning. And while students have more work to finish on this project, they can connect 
the learning to a project they just wrapped up. 

STUDENT: I can see what I’ve done in the past few months, and I can say “Hey, I need 
to improve on this. Hey, I need to do whatever with this, and maybe I should cut back on 
that.” With the worksheets, most of our class just throws them out cuz they don’t care. 
But on the Chromebooks it’s actually a piece of art for all of us. It shows how successful 
we are. It took a lot of work, but it was worth it. It showed what we can do, how 
successful it is. And, when we described in our reflections how it is, it showed how much 
hard work went into it, and how well we worked on it. And all the trust, and all the 
responsibility that our teacher gave to us, it shows in our work. 

[MUSIC] 

TEXT ON SCREEN: If you’re open to trying things, you’ll be totally amazed at the 
success the students will achieve.” - Teacher 


