
 

    
   

          

            
         

        

      
   

        
           

        
    

            
         

                
                

      

           
   

       

          
          

               
         

          

           
        

         
    

21st Century T eaching and Learning    
Halton District School Board    

[MUSIC] 

[ANIMATED INTRODUCTION: COLLAGE OF STUDENTS AND TEACHERS 
WORKING TOGETHER WITH TECHNOLOGY] 

TEXT ON SCREEN: 21st Century Teaching and Learning… Innovation in Ontario 

TEXT ON SCREEN: All 72 Ontario District School Boards engaged in a collaborative 
research study on effective technology-enabled teaching and learning practices. Here 
are the reflections of the Halton District School Board. 

[TEACHERS, SCHOOL LEADERS, AND STUDENTS IN CLASSROOMS LEARNING 
USING TABLETS AND COMPUTERS.] 

NARRATOR: In Cameron Steltman’s class it’s time for reflection. The grade 3 students 
will reflect on the body of work they’ve developed throughout the year. 

CAMERON STELTMAN: You’re going to say “Does this reflect me? Is this who am as 
a learner? Is this my best work? 

NARRATOR: It will be a permanent portfolio of their work to add to throughout their 
school career, and as an introduction to their Grade 4 teachers. 

STUDENT: I’m trying to have a mixture of all the things, like a few math, a few 
language, a few science. I’m trying to look for art stuff that I’ve done. I have quite a few 
good things and I can only choose fifteen. 

STUDENT: I went into my Google Drive account and I created this “Is Harris Burdick 
real?” document. I’m pretty proud! 

NARRATOR: Cameron’s own professional practice has changed this year. 

CAMERON STELTMAN: I feel really good. I feel really, really supported. My principal 
has given me lots of opportunities, and there’s been a lot of technology here that’s 
been available to me, and it’s just been such a good year to develop my practice with 
regards to technology….And the board has been really supportive because of the 
Halton Cloud, and so now my kids can all get on board. 

NARRATOR: His class is part of a board innovation project looking at ways to enhance 
learning using cloud-based computing. So what is cloud computing? 

CAMERON STELTMAN: They can create. They can collaborate. And now they’re 
reflecting, and it’s just great. 

 
1 



 

          
    

           
          

             
                

               
         

            
            

          
         

       
         

 

            
          

         

           
      

              
               
   

          
       

          
            

                
         
            

           
      

         
                

    

           
         

NARRATOR: It’s the ability to use a range of applications such as documents and 
spreadsheets. The tools are on-demand. 

JEFF CATANIA: It’s invigorating because I just see people wanting to use technology 
that works.They’re frustrated with traditional technology that requires the device to be 
managed, something to be installed. I need to worry about the right hardware, the 
wrong hardware. Is it version 28 or version 22? With the cloud, when you login, you 
just see the latest and greatest stuff, new features just show up. You don’t have to 
worry about maintaining anything. All that work is being done by the company that 
does that as their core business. We are educators. We can now use those tools to 
educate. So challenges are removed and really the challenge is just how do we use 
this for higher-order thinking and getting teachers to go beyond just doing filling in 
worksheets with it to really getting kids to collaborate and co-create things. 

NARRATOR: Through cloud computing the teacher provides opportunities that 
promote more precise, personalized learning, as well as critical thinking and 
collaboration. 

JEFF CATANIA: It’s not about gizmos and gadgets. We want students to be critical 
thinkers, create things, collaborate, learn about digital citizenship. All those higher-
order skills that are generic to all spheres of education also apply to technology. 

NARRATOR: And learning through it helps prepare our students for life, work, and 
citizenship in a knowledge-based society and economy. 

KATHLEEN / PARENT: Now look what you can do with your fingertips. I mean these 
kids, who knows what they’re going to come up against in ten years. So I mean they 
have to be adaptable. 

NARRATOR: Cameron gives careful consideration to how technology can be used to 
support student learning, promote problem solving, and self-regulation. 

CAMERON STELTMAN: Every assignment that we do we think about what can be the 
best way to do it. Technology isn’t always the best way, but I found that for every 
subject I do, it sure makes it easier. And the kids just grasp onto it; and they’re learning 
those other skills as well as just the knowledge from the curriculum. They’re learning 
those skills to problem solve, and to reflect and doing all these things, and 
collaborating, and those real-world skills that I think they’re going to need when they 
graduate that aren’t necessarily based purely on information. 

NARRATOR: By looking at the class website, many of the students already know what 
to expect of the day, and throughout the class they can check in on all of the links, the 
instructions, and the exemplars. 

CAMERON STELTMAN: Because it keeps me on track. It keeps me having a plan, 
and it’s so good for them because then they feel comfortable. They know this space. 
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They know what’s coming. They know exactly how the day’s going to go. And it’s just 
giving them that power back. This is their learning. This is their classroom, so we just 
need to all work at it together. 

NARRATOR: Students say… 

STUDENT: It’s not just any kind of work...it’s fun work. 

STUDENT: Like, he tries to make stuff fun by like, put a game into it so we will get 
motivated to do our work better. 

NARRATOR: And parents say they are seeing results in learning and achievement. 

TARA / PARENT: As a family, we see a lot more engagement with her learning this 
year. Her level of motivation is certainly higher. 

ALLY / PARENT: Not just technology for the sake of it, but technology to really develop 
what they are doing. Like, some of the book reviews they did on Shelfari, he probably 
wouldn’t have wanted to sit down and write out a book review like that, but he was so 
excited to go online and share it because he felt he was part of something bigger. So I 
think that’s really helped him engage. 

NARRATOR: So how has technology supported Cameron’s practice? 

CAMERON STELTMAN: I found that this year they’ve just gone so far in being able to 
solve their own problems and helping each other solving problems, and that takes me 
out of it, and I can help those kids who really need that focus - who aren’t developing 
math or aren’t developing reading. I can work with them while the other kids are kind 
of facilitating and taking care of each other and doing their own learning. 

NARRATOR: Technology is also being used at the school level to promote 
collaboration among staff. 

MIKE BUKOVCAN: It’s been a big leap for me. I’ve always believed in technology, 
although I’m not someone who’s very up on technology myself. But I also participate in 
the learning that happened and that got the ball rolling for me and my interest 
personally, when we were using Google Docs for the first time as a staff. I just saw the 
value in having something that is immediate, and where everyone can contribute, and 
from an environmental perspective, paperless as well. So there are all kinds of pluses 
and no negatives as far as I’m concerned. 

NARRATOR: It’s also being used as a tool for collaboration at the board level. 

JEFF CATANIA: The Cloud removes barriers to collaboration. We can collaborate on a 
document at different times, at the same time, in different places, no matter what 
platform we’re using. And the information that we’re using just gets better and better. 
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Instead of having copies fly around and we’re not sure, as an organization we can 
grow that wisdom we’re developing and Grade 8 teachers can spread it across the 
board. Science teachers in secondary will start to share. It’s just going to mean more 
and better collaboration for everybody. 

NARRATOR: Cameron works with educators who are at other schools and in other 
grades. He says that it keeps his work exciting. 

CAMERON STELTMAN: We share everything we are doing, and if anybody has a 
really cool tech idea that worked for them, they just pass it along and we just share 
everything we do. 

NARRATOR: And that’s a goal of this project. 

MIKE BUKOVCAN: So we’re also looking for co-teaching and co-planning 
opportunities with other schools. We like to network with other schools who are on that 
curve and moving towards that 21st Century type of education. 

NARRATOR: So what’s student reaction to this reflection lesson? 

CAMERON STELTMAN: Thumbs up? Thumbs down? Thumbs sideways? How did 
you feel it went?
 

STUDENT: Felt like “Wow, I’ve done a lot of work!” I felt proud. 

NARRATOR: And some students say it has inspired them.  

STUDENT: I want to go back to the computer and keep on like doing stories and
 
writing.
 

NARRATOR: See how other school boards are focusing on learning and teaching with 
the use of technology as a support on edugains.ca.
 

[MUSIC] 

TEXT ON SCREEN: “It’s invigorating because I just see people wanting to use 

technology that works… The cloud removes barriers to collaboration.. as an 
organization we can grow. That wisdom we are developing… can spread across the 
Board.” - Instructional Coordinator 
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