Rainy River District School Board: 2014 ‐ 2015
Project Title
Description

Teaching and Learning in a Digital World
Rainy River District School Board will be selecting sites that are best suited to the
intervention. All grades 1‐3 teachers and students across the board will be
involved in the project. These grades were strategically chosen as we know that
targeting our youngest learners will have the most impact and help sustain the
practice and build capacity as they progress through their schooling.
We will also be continuing the round three initiated training with grade 10
teachers to further embed peer‐to‐peer learning enabled by technology using
apps such as Google Apps for Education.

Context

Number of students: 512 Elem, 246 Sec
Number of teachers: 24 Elem, 60 Sec
Number of schools: 14
Grades/Program: Grades 1‐3, Grade 10

Impact on Students

Students learned how to use appropriate apps in order to demonstrate their
thinking and deepen their understanding of various curriculum content (shadow
puppet, pic collage, etc.). They also use the technology for peer‐to‐peer learning
and to foster collaborative thinking skills.

Impact on Instruction

This initiative has had a positive impact on teacher practice, self‐efficacy, and
learning partnerships. Many teacher‐to‐teacher connections have been made as
a result of the facilitated professional development provided through this
initiative. Same grade teachers have been collaborating and sharing resources
through online platforms, thus fostering rich discussion between educators.

Impact on System

Our TLF‐ 21st Century Learning action plan clearly aligns with the following goals
outlined in the Director’s Annual Operational Plan:


Develop and implement best technology practices with students, whether
one‐to‐one, many‐to‐one, and/or Bring Your Own Device initiatives within
classrooms.



Enhance “Student Voice” throughout the system.



Further develop strengths‐based learning approach throughout the District.



Continue the focus on supports for students with special needs.



Support staff in the promotion and development of 21st Century skills.



Provide personalized support for teachers through the School Support
Services Referral and Request process.

NOTE: Information in the summary is taken directly from the data contained in the final project report.

Renfrew County Catholic District School Board
Project Title
Description

Building Strong Pedagogic Practice on a Foundation of Technology Rich
Classrooms
The 2014‐2015 21st Century learning project builds upon the foundations set
over the previous two years. The project consisted of several pillars of
examination with a strong focus on secondary schools and student voice.
21st Century Teaching and Learning in the Secondary Classroom:
How can new and innovative models for teaching and learning technologies be
effectively used to drive the development and delivery of sound pedagogically
based instruction and assessment practices at the secondary level? The
development of a Networked Learning Community between departments of two
high schools focused on lesson design, instructional strategies, and assessment
practices.
Rethinking Assessment Driven By Student Voice:
How can teachers use Growing Success to re‐examine student created digital
learning artefacts? Teachers formed a working group that reflected upon current
assessment practices, examined current research and Ministry documents, as
well as took into consideration findings based on student voice.
Through Their Eyes: Documenting Literacy and Learning in Kindergarten:
How does the integration of mobile devices and additional supportive
technology enhance pedagogical documentation, student learning, and parent
communication in our Early Year's Classrooms? This project will support the
purchase of technology for an existing Provincial Knowledge Exchange (PKE)
project that includes 56 educators from across the Board.

Context

Number of students: 1904
Number of teachers: 81
Number of schools: 18
Grades/Program: Grades 4‐8, Grades 9‐12 in Math, Science, English, Social
Sciences and the Arts

Impact on Students

Teachers in all three of our projects responded that using technology and 21st
Century approaches in their teaching practice has definitely impacted student
engagement, 21st Century competencies and learning partnerships. In regards to
student engagement, many teachers reported that students now had the ability
to create, collaborate and communicate with each other like never before which
increased their overall level of engagement.

Impact on Instruction

Through a series of conversations, observations, and responses gathered via
Google Forms we have collected evidence that indicates that the various
projects positively impacted teaching practice in a variety of ways. Teachers
reported increased: confidence and comfort level with the use of technology for
teaching and learning, increased understanding of how pedagogical

documentation can be used for assessment for, as and of learning, and ways to
foster greater student and parental engagement. Furthermore, participants and
their principals reported their teachers feel more engaged, inspired and excited
about their new technology, new learning, new connections and new ways to
make learning come alive in the classroom. Many also reported that they have
increased their leadership roles within their divisions and within their schools, as
they are feeling more confident to share their learning and to help others to use
technology in the classroom.
Impact on System

Here are a few specific ways the initiative it has helped with scaling up:


Assisted with building a strong infrastructure across the system



Allowed us to purchase more technology for both students and teachers



Creation Networked Learning Communities to assist with supporting the
teachers as they begin to rethink their teaching practice



Provided the funding to assist with the necessary professional learning to
promote deep learning at the classroom level.

By focusing on both professional learning around the integration of technology
and effective use of technology for both teaching and learning we have been
able to make great gains in this area. Now heading into our third year of this
strategy we have educators at each of our schools that have the technology and
a well‐developed level of training, contributing to our ongoing efforts to support
system scaling.

NOTE: Information in the summary is taken directly from the data contained in the final project report.

